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Comparing and Contrasting Wealth Acquisition among the Northeastern Indians and Native
Introduction 
According to Cronon(1983),trade and agriculture exchanges among the Europeans, Indians and the Native Americans in the United States played a shaping and central role in stabilizing settlements as well as influenced ecological relationships in the New England, this paper will describe that not only Cronon’s land changes were important in the earliest period of colonization, but they were also the mechanisms of wealth acquisition among the colonial Native English Americans and Northeastern Indians.  
Wealth Acquisition among the Northeastern Indians and Colonial Native English Americans
In the Land Changes Cronon (1983) evaluated the ecological transformations which occurred from the precolonial period to the postcolonial New England. The shift from the Indian dominance in the United States to colonial Native British dominance in the New England involved crucial changes such as the manner in which they organized their lives as well as entailed the significant reorganization-in the region’s animal and plant communities.  Cronon illustrates that the transformations evolved from the dialectical relationships among the human institutions in New England and the ecological availability.
Environment may originally shape various choices available to the people at a particular period, but on the other hand culture reshapes the ecological aspects in responding to these choices. Furthermore, the reshaped environment often creates the new set of wealth creation possibilities for economic as well as cultural reproduction, hence establishing the new cycle of symbiotic determination (Cronon, 1983).
The English people in the New England acquired their wealth through trade exchanges with the Native Americans and the Indians .However, through Cronon’s dialect lens he examined that the colossal loss of life and property was due to the introduction of European diseases. According to Cronon (1983) trading with the British resulted in the diseases such as small pox epidemics and other several diseases among the Native Americans. These diseases took affected the live of the Native Americans, reducing the population of the indigenous people in the New England region from approximately 70,000 to around 12,000 in only 75 years (p.88-89) .Additionally, Cronon points out that if not for introduced the capitalist market system in the New England which enhanced trading with both the Indians and Native Americans no exposure to the epidemic diseases would have occurred. However, he acknowledges that the agency of the indigenous people did play a crucial role since the Native Americans were not passive beings but willingly and actively traded with the Europeans for their own good (ends).
The Northeastern Indian’s wealth acquisition primarily depended on farming, hunting and gathering as well as fishing. Agriculture created accumulation of wealth and food, but the produce was stored in the underground pits and the means of transport was poor since the Indians facilitated the movement of their commodities using the human potrage (p.54-55). The need for mobility and diversity prompted the Indians to avoid acquiring more property such as land since they were very confident that skill and mobility will help them to satisfy any kind of need that might arise. Due to this notion on the use of land for gathering and hunting their English counterparts described them as lazy savages and claims that the Indians had no exclusive rights on land ownership (p.53).According to Cronon (1983) the perceptions of the Europeans pertaining what constituted appropriate use of natural resources such as land increasingly reinforced the ‘European conquest ideologies’ (p.53).Additionally, the relationship between Indian either in the South or the North and the New England ecosystem usually revolved around a wheel of seasons in which the New England Indians held their daily demands on the environment to the minimum through moving their own settlements from one habitat to another according to the season as well as the richness of the site(p.53).During the season of plenty the New England Indians ensured that no single animal or plant species such as  shellfish and fish in the coast ,and migratory birds in the saltmarshes were overexploited or overused. Therefore, Indians whether in the north or the south were kept alive by both artificial and natural diversity meat abundance, regular supply of commodities as well as stability (p.53).
The ecological relationships that the colonists sought to establish in the New England region, were usually less cynical compared those of the New England Indians; they were only more concentrated and simpler. The Europeans also had their seasons of plenty and want and quickly adjusted their initial false anticipations of the perpetual natural resources and wealth to fit the realities of the New England .However, whereas Indians moved from one habitat to another looking for animal and plant abundance as well as minimize their impact on the ecosystem, the Europeans believed and needed permanent settlements. The colonists fixity actually sought replace the mobility of Indians; this was the central conflict in the manner in which the English and Indians interacted with their ecosystems (Cronon, 183, p.53). Differing views concerning property and land ownership were the cause of conflict among the Europeans, Indians, and Native Americans: more than other items, the treatment of property and land as traded products in the market which differentiated the conceptions of Europeans from the Indian ones (p.75) .The English came to the New England searching for merchantable products .It was the motivation behind their coming.
For the Indians, the property and land ownership idea, wan not comprehensible. The natural resources such as land offered different commodities in various ways and at different times-what they required to live. The Indians had transient relationship with property and land based on their daily needs as well as on what the property and land had to provide at particular period or season. Consequently the Indians made land deals with the Europeans, they thought they were just trading rights concerning the use of land like grazing, farming, or hunting and not the land itself (p.67).In the essence the Indians lost their land ownership rights since their property ownership conceptions was completely different from that of the English.
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